
Overview of secondary English Language Arts 
programming and K-12 intervention programs  

 

Piedmont Middle School  

Core 6 
Language Arts 

Writing, grammar, and research skills are stressed.  Oral and written language 
experiences are provided through response to literature, reports, compositions, 
exercises for practice, and class presentations. 

Text:    Grammar and Composition Handbook, Glencoe/McGraw Hill 

Reading 

Emphasis is on improving reading comprehension through the continued 
development of reading skills and vocabulary.  Students study selected works of 
literature through discussions, exercises, and projects.  The PMS librarians guide 
students in selecting books for independent reading through book talks 
scheduled regularly with each Core 6 class as well as independent consultation 
with students. 

Text:    The Reader’s Choice, Course 1, Glencoe/McGraw Hill 

Core 7 

Language Arts 

Language Arts emphasizes writing as a process.  Students work through several 
stages, including prewriting, writing, sharing and responding, revising, editing, 
and evaluating.  Students do frequent, informal journal writings and take selected 
pieces of writing through all stages of the writing process to final drafts.  They 
develop writing skills through practice and feedback from teachers and peers.  In 
addition, students develop paragraphs with a topic sentence, supporting details, 
and a concluding sentence.  They also write essays with introductory, body, and 
concluding paragraphs.  Students engage in a variety of both formal and informal 
writing activities that include descriptive, narrative, expository, and persuasive 
expression.  The course also covers spelling, grammar, and the mechanics of 
punctuation and capitalization.  The development of effective study habits and 
research skills, including reference work and the use of the library, are also 
covered. 

Reading 

http://www.piedmont.k12.ca.us/pms/academics/grade-7/core-7/#langart#langart


Reading skills are reinforced and emphasized through the study of literature.  
Areas of focus include vocabulary, comprehension, and analysis of plot, setting, 
characters and theme.  Students will also study elements of literary style and a 
variety of forms, including biography and autobiography, the short story, the 
novel, folk literature, and poetry.  Literature units frequently relate to the social 
studies curriculum.  In addition, each student participates in an outside reading 
program. 

ENGLISH 8 

Eighth grade English includes a study of literature, composition, grammar, and 
vocabulary to prepare students for success in high school.  Literature units focus 
on autobiography, drama, short story, novel, poetry, and Greek mythology.  
Composition includes narrative and expository writing related to the literature 
units.  Grammar and vocabulary are studied in weekly units as well as being 
integrated into the literature and composition units. 

Texts: 

Grammar and Composition Handbook, Glencoe McGraw Hill 

The Reader’s Choice, Glencoe McGraw Hill 

Additional paperbacks of autobiographies, short stories, and novels supplement 
these textbooks. 

Piedmont High School  

English 1–2 

5300 
(Year) (9) 

The freshman English curriculum will focus on genre study of short story, drama, 
poetry, and novel. These four categories will be explored for their form through 
various world authors from a variety of time periods. As freshmen begin to shape 
their place in a new school environment, they examine the themes of identity, 
alienation, community, maturation, and exploration, both in their own lives and in 
literature. Descriptive and autobiographical writing encourages students to write 
vividly about themselves and the world around them, but it also emphasizes an 
attention to detail that serves them well in their analysis and evaluation of 
literature. As students become fluent in the use of figurative language and 
symbolism in their own writing, they analyze the use of these techniques in class 
texts. Many of these texts also encourage students to look beyond their own 
world and explore identity in other settings, as they do in the 9th grade World 
Cultures and Geography class. 



English 3–4 

5310 
(Year) (10) 

The sophomore English curriculum extends the ninth grade study of literary 
terms such as symbol and theme to focus on the analysis and appreciation of 
tone, voice, and point of view. Students explore perspective not only as a way of 
understanding the speaker/audience relationship in a text, but also as a way to 
hone this skill in their own persuasive writing. Literature focuses on multiple 
points of view drawing attention to issues of gender, race, class, and community. 
The context of these themes often dovetails with the 10th grade World History 
curriculum and the analysis of these themes extends to students’ own reflective 
writing. 

English 5–6 

5325 
(Year) (11) 

Junior English curriculum focuses on American Literature, dovetailing with the 
concurrent U. S. History course. In this context, the students examine the issues 
of justice, democracy, idealism, and power. As they explore the complexities of 
what it means to be an American, they examine the effects of race, gender, and 
class. Analysis of such themes is far more complex than at the previous grade 
levels, as students delve into style, structure, and diction in their close reading. 
Through reflective writing they will strive toward a higher level of analysis; as they 
explore the characters’ relationships to society, they will develop a deeper 
understanding of the own connections to their world. 

English 7–8 

5340 
(Year)(12) 

Senior English curriculum connects and synthesizes the skills and ideas 
introduced in the previous grade levels. Students learn to look beyond the 
themes in an individual text and to appreciate the text as a reflection of a larger 
movement or school of thought (e.g. existentialism and romanticism). In addition, 
students read literary criticism in order to improve critical thinking skills. As they 
prepare to shape their own independent lives, seniors explore the search for self 
in literature. 

 

AP English 

5350 (Advanced Placement) 
(Year) (12) 

Prerequisite: Criteria for enrollment in AP English will be announced in the spring 



The AP English curriculum follows the requirements of a college level English 
course, one in which students read widely and in depth, and engages in high 
level discussions of their critical, close reading. In both their discussion and 
writing, students will examine the way in which a text is written rather than what 
the text is "about", focusing on technique and style more than plot and theme. 
Although the readings vary from year to year, AP English focuses mainly on 
poetry and emphasizes works preceding the 20th century. This honors course 
emphasizes literary analysis in precise focused writing; through speaking, 
listening and reading, but mainly through their own writing, students become 
more aware of the resources of language. While concentrating on works of 
recognized literary merit, students develop critical standards for the independent 
appreciation of any literary work. Summer reading is assigned and required in 
advance of the course. College credit may be obtained by scoring 3 or above on 
an Advanced Placement Test administered in the spring. 

Creative Writing 

5366 (Year) / 5367 (Semester) 
(Year or Semester) (10,11,12) 

Prerequisite: Completion of English 1–2 with a grade of B or higher or teacher 
recommendation. 
Creative Writing is a course designed for students who are passionate about 
writing and serious about developing their creative writing skills. Creative Writing 
focuses on fictional genres such as short stories, poems, and plays and creative 
non-fiction such as memoir writing and restaurant reviews. Students should 
expect to write a great deal in a workshop environment that includes receiving 
regular feedback from peers and the instructor. 

Public Speaking 

5377 
(Semester) (9, 10, 11, 12) 

This course is designed to introduce students to public speaking skills. Students 
prepare weekly presentations that range in length from 1-10 minutes. All oral 
presentations will be derived from research topics specified by the instructor or 
determined by state and local speech association contests. Students will also 
gain experience with impromptu speeches as well as debate, argumentative, 
expository, declaratory and descriptive speeches. 

 

Intervention Programs 

Elementary:  Reading Resource; Special Education; English Learners 

PMS/PHS/MHS: Special Education; English Learners 
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